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The Parks and Recreation Committee of the Town of Nags Head met at 2:30 on Thursday March 10, 2011 in the Conference Room at Nags Head Town Hall. 

Members Present

Molly Harrison, David Elder, Mark Cornwell, Elizabeth Demers, Brendan Strum, Bobby Gentry, Marvin Demers, Cate Kozak, Ralph Buxton, Katie Burgess, Brian Wehner, 

Members Absent

None 
Others Present

Mayor Bob Oakes, Town Manager Cliff Ogburn, Planner Angela Welsh
Report of Parks and Recreation Committee discussion
Planner Angela Welsh stated that due to work obligations, Linda Foster would not be able to attend the meetings.  Ms. Foster asked that the committee replace her.  The Committee decided not to find someone to replace Ms. Foster.

The Committee approved the March 11, 2011 minutes
The Chairman reviewed the former Parks and Recreation Committee meeting minutes:

1. Indoor pool.*

2. Skateboard park*

3. Multiuse trail for jogging, walking, exercise stations*

4. Westside access path*

5.  Kayak access  to the sound south of the causeway*

6.  Ballfields*

7.  Tennis courts

8.  Soundside recreation access (Harvey Site)*

a. Covered open pavilion with restrooms

b. Picnic area with grills and picnic tables

c. Volleyball court

d. Passive water recreation 

9. The concept of  using outside contractor or partner to provide recreation services 


was a major item of discussion and exploration – YMCA and Dare County*

Most of these needs were met (*) at least in part.
The Chairman directed Staff to begin writing the first two (2) sections of the plan, the purpose and identifying current community assets.  

The Committee discussed interconnectivity between neighborhoods.

The Chairman suggested the committee form four (4) sub-committees. The sub-committees designated were older adults, facilities, youth and community interaction.  Committee members joined the sub-committee they were interested in.

Three (3) committee reported on his progress with youth involvement

David Elder stated he contacted Manteo and First Flight High Schools.  Manteo High School was willing to do a non-statistic oriented article in the paper.  There was another offer to do a statistic oriented final report for a math class.  The committee was comfortable with both of the approaches.

Bobby Gentry stated he found that the youth wanted activities to do in the winter months.  Something similar to the Sportsplex in Virginia Beach which has soccer fields, softball, baseball etc..  He also stated there is a need for more bathrooms, showers and bike racks at public accesses.

Brendan Strum stated Nags Head church suggested a written survey be given to the youth for them to complete.  Steve Smalley, Nags Head Elementary gym teacher stated they needed more field space.  Tim White from dare County parks and Recreation suggested the need for more field space as well.

The Youth Committee was charged with creating a survey for the youth.  Survey Monkey and FaceBook were ways suggested to reach the youth with the survey.

Katie Burgess reviewed the Community Health Assessment.  She urged committee members to look over the document.  She stated it showed the Town needs to market the facilities it does have.  It also showed a lack of availability of teen activities, lack of recreational facilities and that most people don’t know where they can exercise.
Planner Angela Welsh reviewed the recreation map.  It was suggested that several items be added to the map and it be broken down into several maps to be inserted into the Plan.  She also discussed the recreation survey completed by the Town in 2008.  She stated mostly older residents responded to the survey. She was also asked to forward information on where the report written by the UNC Institute for the Environment can be viewed as well as look into the possibility of creating a Town of Nags Head recreational FaceBook page.

Information for next meeting
The sub-committees are to meet with their respective committees and Staff is to begin working on the first two (2) sections of the Plan.
The Committee decided to meet again on Tuesday April 5, 2011 at 3:00 pm in the Conference room at Town Hall. The meeting was adjourned at 5:03 p.m.  
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