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The Parks and Recreation Committee of the Town of Nags Head met at 2:30 on Thursday March 10, 2011 in the Conference Room at Nags Head Town Hall. 

Members Present

Molly Harrison, David Elder, Mark Cornwell, Elizabeth Demers, Brendan Strum, Bobby Gentry, Marvin Demers, Cate Kozak, Ralph Buxton, Katie Burgess
Members Absent

Linda Foster, Brian Wehner
Others Present

Mayor Bob Oakes, Town Manager Cliff Ogburn, Planner Angela Welsh
Report of Parks and Recreation Committee discussion
The Committee chose Ralph Buxton as the Chair.  Mr. Buxton asked the Committee members their thoughts as to what kind of recreational opportunities they wanted to see in the Town.
Katie Burgess- collaboration with the community.  areas of focus- youth development, safety of youth, older adult population. 

Molly Harrison- interconnectivity of neighborhoods on the westside so youth don’t have to go on the bypass. Events- amphitheater.  What can we do to get teens involved?  Group lessons?

David Elder- more handicapped access to the beach, pedestrian traffice to and from beach and sound.  

Mark Cornwell- first we need to address what facilities we have and how to improve them.

Elizabeth Demers- more bath houses and picnic areas

Brendan Strum- need for more athletic fields, tournaments to bring business in the shoulder/off seasons

Bobby Gentry- festivals at windmill point, picnic areas, more bathrooms, outdoor movies

Cliff Ogburn- festivals, gathering places, open areas to go to, programs for seniors, art festivals, once a month “kid time” at local restaurants
Bob Oakes-suggested the committee have a youth representative, would like the committee to finish the plan in 6 months so we don’t lose momentum, the plan should be good through the year 2020.  GIS maps should be included in it.  Partnerships between Town and businesses.  Could we do something with the Dowdy property and the old horse farm property across from Jockeys Ridge

Marvin Demers- take all age groups into account, youth representative, tie our plan in with other what other Towns are doing.  Special events

Cat Kozak- we need a sense of community- special events would help that.  GIS maps made for running trail, paths.

Ralph Buxton- the committee needs to identify things that can be done first with little money. Partnership with the YMCA, get youth involved, public meetings

Information for next meeting
Bobby Gentry agreed to contact the Youth Pastor at Liberty Christian to ask about surveying teen’s there about their recreational needs and wants.

Brendan Strum agreed to contact the Youth Pastor at Nags Head Church to ask about surveying teen’s there about their recreational needs and wants.

David Elder agreed to contact First Flight and Manteo to ask about surveying teen’s there about their recreational needs and wants.

Planner Angela Welsh is to create a GIS map of the Towns current recreational facilities.  She is also to get a copy of Dare County’s Parks and recreation Plan and to find minutes/plan of the Town’s old Parks and Recreation Committee.

The Committee decided to meet again on Tuesday March 22, 2011 at 3:00 pm in the Conference room at Town Hall. The meeting was adjourned at 4:30 p.m.  
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