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To: Planning Board 

From: Kelly Wyatt, Planning Director 
Joseph Costello, Deputy Planning Director 
  

Date: March 15, 2024 

Subject: Discussion and initiation of text amendments related to installation of netting as a 
barrier to deter stray golf balls from impacting private property.       

 
Overview 
 
The town has occasionally received communications from property owners within the Village at Nags 
Head SPD-C District or those adjacent to Nags Head Golf Links regarding stray golf balls impacting 
their private property. Recently, we have had extensive communication with Michael Muller, the 
property owner of 6316 Bob White Avenue, Nags Head. Mr. Muller reached out to the town seeking 
advice on how to address the repeated damage to his property caused by stray golf balls. 
 
Upon contacting the General Manager of Nags Head Golf Links to relay the homeowner's concerns, 
we were informed that it is typically the golfer's responsibility to address any damage to private 
property. 
 
To mitigate the issue of stray golf balls, Mr. Muller has inquired about the necessary steps to install 
netting as a barrier adjacent to his home. Based on the examples he provided, this netting would be 
20 feet high and 30 feet wide, supported by telescoping flag poles. 
 
Examples of the proposed netting and telescoping flagpole can be found [HERE] and [HERE], 
respectively. 
 
The current Unified Development Ordinance (UDO) does not address this type of structure. While the 
intended purpose of the structure is similar to that of a fence, the maximum fence height allowed is 6 
feet, which Mr. Muller has noted would not provide the level of protection he seeks. 
 
Given Mr. Muller's proposed solution, staff recognizes that such a measure could benefit more 
properties than just Mr. Muller's. Therefore, we are requesting that the Planning Board initiate the text 
amendment process. This would allow the Planning Staff to begin researching and seeking additional 
guidance on future amendments to accommodate Mr. Muller's request and similar situations. 
 
Planning staff will be available at the Planning Board’s March 19th meeting for further discussion. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

https://www.amazon.com/Practice-Carabiners-Durable-Weatherproof-Baseball/dp/B0CN9SLKJK/ref=sr_1_21?crid=1QERT0U6BRXN3&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.l_zoQmku1BWdynFrTX-PkXrAFbxWYOpJPn_eRPXOa2ed7EuKoT1W2Aip5hb_R4zcAcjQf9jW6qHaMy1cO4qQevxln3HMF0kFJRSC1TY-GLSY3D08vOPqR-NvVKOKIizAoKLL09FrwPEQbRMp4axy7LHWP3z4YO9hSXQ6h1zjuFBbX4VO7P58Zysvn1mQKc5r0OcTUnyTx6tlEsA3dlYXlV3kWNxZemMyvOJrVC7GEjtzHvPZb_3ivroaMqgBvvQ7matm-6ZzhpCWoOxb6_eYpNSmxhIKwas1B2-J0dt2nv8.dRQL7zy7WUx2XE_fcY8GQFqCHosme2msMfalbd4a_jY&dib_tag=se&keywords=golf%2Bball%2Bnetting%2Bfor%2Bhome%2Bprotection&qid=1709146120&sprefix=golf%2Bball%2Bnet%2Caps%2C92&sr=8-21-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9tdGY&th=1&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/DEPARTMENT-Telescoping-Telescopic-Flagpole-Residential/dp/B0C2DH74PJ/ref=sr_1_3?crid=OCO7XYOGC1T5&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.0iBzA9yQSMSCa1oUBGjTjW5jeWn8gUopbqJ_Bogy7F0-PriVUo1FPoAeOfEWZg9OIBUbAShl8nkCN-L0on6pjaVWzbf8EW3hlLUpLg04equZ5PVSZCmQBbcuwskQiBnDhEzsiG-Q5zWY51pXkpzIeSB8ngJYKbE0ndoS84utoQR8k6Qzq3hvS0Qr8ga9xtDNHXcBP-WgQrE4De1kGCGEHMuGPXNTL02o0pKhCpzesZYqIeVnIAuHux1mMZa_KrpNn0S4nFpbiNFBDvCmudHyxg51X6obTeDY036Kl7ggEU8.xBbKY-guhgrBxysMCC9EM52g18Ec0WhQjtgdSW0Hbuc&dib_tag=se&keywords=flag+poles+in+ground+for+home&qid=1709146458&sprefix=flag+poles%2Caps%2C96&sr=8-3-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGY&psc=1
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