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The Parks and Recreation Committee of the Town of Nags Head held a Public Meeting at 6:00 on Monday May 16, 2011 to gather input from citizens regarding recreational opportunities in the Town.  The meeting was held in the Board Room at the Nags Head Municipal Complex. 

The Parks and Recreation Committee Chairman, Ralph Buxton, opened the meeting. Mr. Buxton stated that the Committee was appointed by the Board of Commissioners to help Town planning staff develop a formal Parks and Recreation Plan.  He stated the Committee was particularly interested in receiving input from the youth in the Town and the Town has posted a survey on the home page of the website which they would like citizens to complete.  Mr. Buxton then introduced Elizabeth Teague, the new Planning Director for the Town.
Mrs. Teague facilitated the meeting.  She stated that this was the time to “dream big” and that nothing was off the table. She asked each individual in attendance to express what recreational activities they liked best in Nags Head.  Following are the responses:
· Nags Head Woods

· Jockey’s Ridge

· Water sports

· Beach access

· Multi-use paths

· Sound access

· YMCA skate park

· Town Park

· Walking

· Golf

· Fishing

· Boating

Mrs. Teague then asked the audience what recreational opportunities they would like to see in Nags Head.  Following are the responses:

· Recreational opportunities for people of all ages

· More playgrounds

· Update existing facilities (Town Park, beach/sound access restrooms, multi-use path in S. Nags Head)

· Skating rink

· Tennis courts

· Disc golf

· Sound side swimming area which is roped off for swimmers only

· Passive grass sports (boci ball, horseshoes etc.)

· Passive open spaces

· Interconnectivity of west side neighborhoods

· Dog parks

· Sporting events held in Nags Head
· Basketball courts

· Low level lighting on multi-use paths

Mrs. Teague then asked the audience what they thought the Town’s priorities should be when considering recreational opportunities.  Following are the responses:
· Drug prevention/alcohol prevention

· Playgrounds/play equipment

· Events/dances/gathering areas

· Upgrading our current facilities

· PR campaign to notify citizens and visitors of the recreational opportunities the Town has to offer

· Expand the Harvey access

· More soundside access

· More ball fields and passive recreation areas

· Educational programs such as sailing and kayaking

· Expand US 158 multi-use path

The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 p.m.  
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