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Item No: 12
Meeting Date:   November 1, 2006
Item Title: 
Recommendation of a revised Vision Statement from the Land & Water Use Plan 
Lead Planning Group
Item Summary:

The Land Use Plan Lead Planning Group (LPG) presented initial recommendations on a revised Town Vision Statement at the September 6, 2006 Board of Commissioners meeting.  The Board of Commissioners held a workshop on October 18, 2006 to discuss the proposed changes and provide input to the LPG.  This item includes a revised Vision Statement which incorporates Board comments from the October 18th meeting.  

Number of Attachments: 1
Specific Action Requested:    

Adoption of a revised vision statement.
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Town of Nags Head
Planning and Development
Post Office Box 99
Telephone 252-441-7016
Department
Nags Head, North Carolina 27959
FAX 252-441-4290



www.townofnagshead.net
MEMORANDUM

TO:
Board of Commissioners

FROM:
Land & Water Use Plan Lead Planning Group/Staff
DATE:
October 23, 2006

SUBJECT:
Recommendation of a revised Vision Statement from the Land & Water Use Plan 
Lead Planning Group
The Land Use Plan Lead Planning Group (LPG) presented initial recommendations on a revised Town Vision Statement at the September 6, 2006 Board of Commissioners meeting.  The Board of Commissioners held a workshop on October 18, 2006 to discuss the proposed changes and provide input to the LPG.  This item includes a revised Vision Statement which incorporates Board comments from the October 18th meeting.  

Briefly, the changes include the following:

· The term “non-invasive” was added to further describe the type of vegetation that is desireable in Nags Head.

· The current Vision Statement includes language describing the desired character of the oceanfront beach, “An oceanfront beach that is accessible and usable; not blocked by large structures.”  The Lead Planning Group recommended adding language to this sentence to describe the desired character for the sound front.  In this final draft, the oceanfront and sound front are addressed separately; it was agreed upon that the issues affecting these areas are too unique to combine.  

· The phrase “family members” was added back into the sentence regarding recreational amenities.

The changes from the original LPG recommendation are highlighted.  Additions to the currently effective Vision Statement are underlined and deletions are stricken.  The memo presented at the September 6th meeting is also attached.

The Lead Planning Group is requesting Board consideration and adoption of this revised Vision Statement language.
PROPOSED VISION STATEMENT

The Town of Nags Head is working to build a community populated by diverse groups whose common bond is a love of the Outer Banks.  We recognize that the town must be a good place to live before it can be a good place to visit.  We recognize that those who have lived on this land before us have forged our path and that we must learn from them and respect their memory. We recognize that our natural environment is an integral part of our community and must be considered in all decisions.  We recognize that in order to secure this future we must work together, treating all with respect and fairness, providing all with justice, keeping focusing on our common goals in front of us and our petty differences behind us.

The Town of Nags Head is working to build a community with an economy based on family vacation tourism.   The base of that economy is a high quality beach experience. diverse supply of accommodations, primarily single-family homes but including hotel and multi-family dwelling units.  Important elements in developing and maintaining this economy are:

*
A relaxed-paced beach community comprised primarily of low-density development and open spaces

*
A diverse supply of accommodations, including single-family homes, hotels, and multi-family dwelling units, that attract and are accessible to visitors from a wide range of economic and social strata

*
A natural environment typified by clean waters and a the natural landscape of sand dunes and non-invasive, salt tolerant vegetation

*
An healthy, well-maintained oceanfront beach that is accessible and usable; not blocked by large structures

*
A carefully managed sound front that preserves the natural and beneficial functions of the estuarine environment while balancing respect for private property rights and the need to provide public access. 

*
A built environment that reflects the heritage of “Old Nags Head”
*
A well-organized pattern of land uses that, when combined with a transportation system that accommodates a variety of travel modes, promotes an active and accessible community

*
Accommodations that attract and are accessible to visitors from a wide range of economic and social strata

*
Commercial services provided by locally owned and operated businesses that share in the building of our community

*
Recreational amenities and attractions, both commercial and non-commercial that are wholesome and appeal to a broad spectrum of family members, age groups and interests.
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