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(DRAFT) 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES 

OF THE TOWN OF NAGS HEAD, NORTH CAROLINA PERTAINING TO CAMPING 
 
ARTICLE I.  Purpose(s) and Authority. 
 
WHEREAS, pursuant to N.C.G.S. § 160A-174, the Town of Nags Head may enact and amend 
ordinances that define, prohibit, regulate, or abate acts, omissions, or conditions, detrimental to the 
health, safety, or welfare of its citizens and the peace and dignity of the Town; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners have determined that there is an inconsistency within the 
Town’s Code with respect to the use of vehicles for camping; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners have found that it has been the practice of the Town to 
prohibit the use of vehicles for camping, and that these amendments are therefore reasonable and in 
the public interest, and in the interest of and not contrary to the public's health, safety, morals and 
general welfare for the Town.  
 
ARTICLE II. Construction. 
 
For purposes of this ordinance amendment, underlined words (underline) shall be considered as 
additions to existing Town Code language and strikethrough words (strikethrough) shall be considered 
deletions to existing language. Any portions of the adopted Town Code which are not repeated herein, 
but are instead replaced by an ellipsis (“...”) shall remain as they currently exist within the Town Code. 
 
ARTICLE III. Amendment of the Unified Development Ordinance. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Commissioners of the Town of Nags Head, North 
Carolina, that the Town Code shall be amended as follows:  
 
PART I. That section 26-7, Camping, of the Code of Ordinances, Town of Nags Head, North 

Carolina, is hereby amended as follows:  
 

Sec. 26-7. - Camping. 
 
(a) Definitions. The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this section, shall 

have the meanings ascribed to them in this subsection, except where the context clearly 
indicates a different meaning: 
 
Immediate family means father, mother, brother, sister, son, daughter or grandparent. 
 
Mobile home means a modular unit built on a chassis, with body width exceeding eight 
feet or body length exceeding 32 feet, designed to be used as a dwelling, with or 
without a permanent foundation, when connected to the required utilities. A travel 
trailer is not to be considered as a mobile home. 
 
Open air camping means any act of living, residing or sleeping at night, in the open air 
or in an automobile or vehicle which does not meet the requirements of a mobile home, 
as defined. The term "camping in the open air" includes, but is not limited to, sleeping 
out of doors in a tent, sleeping bag, blanket or hammock, or without any paraphernalia 
other than the clothes worn on the body.  
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Travel trailer means a vehicular, portable structure built on a chassis, designed to be 
used as a temporary dwelling for travel, recreational and vacation uses, and, when 
factory equipped for the roads, it shall have a body width not exceeding eight feet and 
a body length not exceeding 32 feet. 

 
(b) Requirements. No person shall engage in the act of open air camping within the town; 

except, that an owner or lessee of improved real property and his immediate family and 
any person in the company of a member of the immediate family may camp upon the 
property; provided, however, that sanitary facilities including a bathroom with running 
potable water is available on such property for the use of all persons engaged in open 
air camping as permitted by this exception. The total number of persons authorized 
shall not exceed five. No vehicle, including, but not limited to, a personal vehicle, mobile 
home, travel trailer, or recreational vehicle, shall be used for open air camping. 

 
ARTICLE IV. Severability.  
 
All Town ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with this ordinance amendment are hereby 
repealed.  Should a court of competent jurisdiction declare this ordinance amendment or any part 
thereof to be invalid, such decision shall not affect the remaining provisions of this ordinance 
amendment nor the Unified Development Ordinance or Town Code of the Town of Nags Head, North 
Carolina which shall remain in full force and effect. 
 
ARTICLE V. Effective Date.   
 
This amendment shall be in full force and effect upon the date of adoption by the Board of 
Commissioners.  
 
 

  
Benjamin Cahoon, Mayor 

      Town of Nags Head 
 
ATTEST: 
 
Carolyn F. Morris, Town Clerk 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
Town Attorney 
 
Date adopted: 
 
Motion to adopt by Commissioner  
Motion seconded by Commissioner  
Vote: AYES NAYS 
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